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      “Risk! Risk is our business. That’s what this starship is all about. That’s why we’re
         aboard her.”
      

      
      —James T. Kirk
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      “Enterprise XCV—The Great Experiment”
      

      
      Mark Rademaker

      
   
      
      
         
         IN THE BEGINNING
         

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 1

      
      “Once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the Earth with your eyes turned
         skyward, for there you have been, and there you will always long to return.”
      

      
      —Leonardo da Vinci
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            “First Flight”
            

            
            John M. Teska

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “The Dream Is Alive”
      

      
      Sean Scott
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      For too long, she was little more than an abstract collection of plans, specifications,
         and components. Through most of the long assembly at the San Francisco Orbital Yards,
         the NX-01 seemed more of a construction project than a space vehicle. That all changed
         on the day that the mighty warp five engines were delivered to dry dock. Suddenly,
         the Enterprise seemed to come to life, eager to take wing, to go boldly where no one had gone before.
      

      
   
      
      “April 20, 2151”
      

      
      Mojo
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      Free at last of the constraints of spacedock, the NX-01 soared gracefully around her
         homeworld, ready for her maiden flight. In a few moments, primal forces would collide
         in her engines, disrupting the serenity of orbital glide. Captain Jonathan Archer
         would order the warp drive to be engaged, and the beautiful blue sphere of Earth would
         be left far behind, lost in the stars.
      

      
   
      
      “Faith of the Heart”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      The great ships of exploration and their crews have always symbolized the best of
         humankind, doing the things that humans do best. They have helped satisfy our need
         to understand our universe. They made it possible for us to meet our distant cousins
         among the stars. And they have enabled us to bear witness to the magnificence of the
         cosmos.
      

      
   
      
      “Nothing but Trouble”
      

      
      Douglas E. Graves
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      His mission was just routine surveillance, but Kronthax had been fully briefed about
         Earth’s disturbing expansionist tactics. He knew that the High Command hadn’t given
         him the Klingon Empire’s most advanced warship merely to be a watcher. No, when the
         time came, Kronthax would not hesitate to act decisively and defend his people’s honor.
      

      
   
      
      “Enterprise Incident”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      Those damned Vulcans. Their idea of “helping” was to say nothing at all about the
         Romulans. Hardly a logical way to deal with an implacably hostile people who had been
         stewing for millennia in their own xenophobia. The Vulcans seemed quite willing to
         sacrifice the Enterprise to protect their own interests. But once again, they underestimated the determination
         of Jonathan Archer and his crew.
      

      
      The Enterprise survived the encounter virtually unscathed, and Archer collected information that
         would prove vital to Earth’s survival in the coming Romulan war.
      

      
   
      
      “Distant Cousins”
      

      
      Fred Pienkos
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      As their orbit carried them into the darkness of planetary night, the bridge crew
         let out a collective gasp when they saw the glittering city lights below. The stories
         were true. Ancient Vulcans had indeed settled planets this far from home.
      

      
      Would they be fiercely logical, like their distant cousins? Or would they have evolved
         into something very different? There was only one way to find out.
      

      
   
      
      “Cellular Disruption”
      

      
      José Perez
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      Even with state-of-the-art weaponry and the best tactical officer in Starfleet, the
         Enterprise was clearly overmatched. A single Suliban cell ship was simple enough to handle.
         A swarm of cell ships was easy pickings for Malcolm Reed’s twitchy trigger finger.
         But the Suliban kept coming. And coming . . .
      

      
   
      
      “Exploring New Worlds”
      

      
      Michael Stetson
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      As her shuttlepod began the long descent, T’Pol reflected on the mission ahead. It
         was a routine survey, but the planet’s sensor readings were just a bit odd. T’Pol
         would never admit it, but she was experiencing the emotion of curiosity, the primal
         need to know, which motivates all science and exploration.
      

      
   
      
      “Arrival”
      

      
      Eric Chauvin
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      The air was thick, laden with the damp smell of the jungle. Exotic birds shrieked
         and scattered, annoyed at the disturbance caused by the shuttlepod’s landing jets.
         Oddly, no one waited at the landing pad, not even a security guard or a curious onlooker.
      

      
      The descending spacecraft elicited no apparent reaction at all from anyone at the
         monastery. Soon the valley would be silent again, leaving the Enterprise party to confront the ancient mysteries of P’Jem and the dark secrets within.
      

      
   
      
      “The Rock and the Hard Place”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      Trapped between the opposing Vulcan and Andorian fleets, the Enterprise was all that stood between an uneasy peace and interstellar war. It seemed inconceivable
         that these two hostile peoples would one day join forces to become stalwarts in the
         cause of galactic peace.
      

      
      In fact, the diversity that these two societies represented would become an important
         source of strength and vitality for the United Federation of Planets.
      

      
   
      
      “Ode to McCall”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      The Enterprise slipped silently into orbit between the two worlds. Just an hour ago, both spheres
         were nothing more than glowing dots on long-range sensor screens. Now each dwarfed
         Archer’s starship into insignificance. Humans might dare to challenge the unimaginable
         distances between the stars, but they were inconsequential in the cosmic scale of
         things.
      

      
   
      
      “Home Again”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      There were many good reasons why computer control was preferable during the terminal
         approach phase. But Travis Mayweather was a pilot, and a good one. And he’d be damned
         if he was going to let a machine do his job. Mayweather tapped the override button
         and grasped the control stick to bring his ship in for a perfect docking.
      

      
   
      
      “Thing from Another World”
      

      
      John M. Teska
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      It was a remarkable archaeological discovery, but at the time, no one realized its
         true significance. The spacecraft wreckage and the remains of alien humanoids were
         extraordinary enough. But it would be two more centuries until the deadly import of
         this find would become apparent . . . when the bodies were finally identified as being
         part of the Borg collective.
      

      
   
      
      “Time Bandits”
      

      
      Alain Rivard
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      Earth scientist J.B.S. Haldane once opined that “the universe is not only stranger
         than we imagine, it is stranger than we can imagine.” Temporal theorists heartily agreed. In one past time line, the NX-01 might
         come under fire by German military aircraft. In a slightly different reality, random
         temporal fluctuations could result in the attack coming from the opposite side.
      

      
   
      
      “ShirKahr”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman

      
      [image: Images]

      
      Long ago, the ShirKahr highlands were green with meadows and soaring coniferous trees.
         All of that changed with the Time of the Awakening. War and nuclear hellfire not only
         devastated Vulcan civilization but changed the very planet. Forests and grasslands
         gave way to endless deserts, and those Vulcans who remained on their homeworld struggled
         to cling to life.
      

      
   
      
      “Hide and Seek”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      Jonathan Archer was reluctant to order his ship into the asteroid field, but sensors
         just wouldn’t see through all that dense nickel-iron. The captain held his breath
         as the ship crept through the tumbling maze. They almost made it unscathed. As they
         rounded the last big asteroid, they saw it: the Klingon vessel was waiting, weapons
         charged and locked on the Enterprise.
      

      
   
      
      “Oops!”
      

      
      John M. Teska
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      Losing his grip on the hyperspanner was bad. Letting the tool drift away was guaranteed
         to earn him an embarrassing lecture at that afternoon’s briefing. He’d probably have
         to buy everyone a round of drinks that evening, too. But in his frantic attempt to
         recover the errant device, Ensign Teska managed to spill the contents of his equipment
         case into space. And to make matters worse, the captain had chosen that exact moment
         to make a surprise inspection of the work site.
      

      
   
      
      “Top Secret”
      

      
      Pierre Drolet
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      Clearly, the Nazi conquest of America was facilitated by aid from extraterrestrial
         forces. Fortunately, last-minute intervention from a future Earth vessel helped turn
         the tables. While the battle was of great significance to the people of Earth, it
         could have been just a footnote in galactic history.
      

      
      No one could have foreseen that this seemingly minor fight for a backwater planet
         would be the decisive turning point in the Temporal Cold War, with results that would
         literally echo across history.
      

      
   
      
      “Tactical Simulation”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura

      
      [image: Images]

      
      It was just a brief paragraph in an obscure scientific paper on quantum string harmonics.
         But the implications were startling: a linear force field could remain stable! Some Starfleet planners pushed for immediate research into weapons
         applications. Others argued that the technical challenges could be insurmountable
         and that the tactical advantages of a tractor field would be limited.
      

      
      In the end, the “nays” carried the day.

      
   
      
      “When Opportunity Knocks”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura & Michael Stetson
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      Clearly, the mystery ship was of Earth origin, but she bore no markings of the Empire.
         Admiral Gardner began to wonder. Was it possible that Archer was right? Could this
         actually be an Earth ship from the future? From another universe?
      

      
      Gardner’s eyes hardened. This amazing find could be his ticket to becoming fleet admiral,
         and maybe even to securing a seat on the Imperial Council itself.
      

      
   
      
      “Licking Her Wounds”
      

      
      Dave Morton
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      Not only had the Romulans blown out her weaponry, but they crippled the I.K.S. Wov’etlh’s warp drive and left her blind. The sight of the magnificent beast incapacitated
         was almost more than her commander could bear. The two things that kept him going
         were the knowledge that Wov’etlh would fight again and the certainty that this time his enemies would regret their
         dishonor.
      

      
   
      
      “Task Force”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      As they soared off toward Romulan space, the ships’ ion trails left behind a spectacular
         light show in the nebula. The three magnificent NX-class starships—Enterprise, Columbia, and Challenger—represented Earth’s most advanced technology. They were the first line of defense
         against the growing Romulan threat. Still, no one in Earth’s Starfleet knew the full
         extent of Romulan military capabilities, nor did anyone understand the grim determination
         of the praetor’s troops.
      

      
   
      
      “Proving Grounds”
      

      
      Meni
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      The venerable NX-class starships and their offspring had served Starfleet well. But the new Bonaventure-class vessels were as radical a departure from their predecessors as the NX ships were from Cochrane’s original Phoenix. Science and technology would continue to improve the tools of exploration, ever
         extending the reach into the unknown.
      

      
   
      
      “Wind Tunnel”
      

      
      Pierre Drolet
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      Before a new starship could become a reality, a design needed to endure a seemingly
         endless series of tests. Sometimes, the results would cause engineers to smile broadly
         and pat themselves on their backs.
      

      
      On this day, however, subspace fluctuations created a chaotic swirl of Cherenkov radiation,
         tearing apart the test model. Better, of course, to find out in the design phase,
         rather than on a maiden voyage carrying a full crew of real men and women.
      

      
   
      
      “Bound for Refit”
      

      
      Doug Drexler & Ali Ries
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      Captain Archer surveyed his bridge. He studied his shipmates and friends. Their easy
         professionalism did not betray their exhaustion from the past few months, but their
         captain knew better. Not to worry—the entire crew was due for extended shore leave.
         Countless adventures remained in the future, but for now, a well-deserved rest.
      

      
   
      
      “Lynchpin”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      The standoff had lasted nearly two weeks. Finally, both governments ordered their
         ships to move in to claim the planet by force. The Romulans drew first blood with
         a direct hit on the Atlantis.
      

      
      The Earth Starfleet, led by Captain Archer and his refitted Enterprise, responded quickly, crippling one Romulan vessel and dispersing the others. Nevertheless,
         the encounter left Archer shaken, for he had greatly underestimated his adversaries.
      

      
   
      
      “Back and Packin’ ”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Archer had promised himself he’d take extended shore leave during the Enterprise refit. It was just that so many unexpected aspects of the renovation required the
         personal attention of her captain.
      

      
      It wasn’t any lack of faith in the refit crew. They understood Archer’s protectiveness
         toward his ship and went out of their way to include him in the work. And now both
         captain and ship looked forward to their future voyages.
      

      
   
      
      
         
         THE CREATION OF A LEGEND
         

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 2

      
      “We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to be gained and new rights
         to be won. And they must be won and used for the progress of all people.”
      

      
      —John F. Kennedy
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            “These Are the Voyages”

            
            Doug Drexler

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Christopher Pike, Commanding”
      

      
      Doug Drexler & Daren Dochterman
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      There really was no good reason for him to arrive by shuttlecraft; the transporter
         was faster, safer, and much easier. But Christopher Pike, like every captain before
         him, wanted to inspect his new ship with his own eyes. He smiled inwardly at the thought
         of the voyages to come. And he wanted to savor a last few moments of peace before
         the responsibilities of command overtook him.
      

      
   
      
      “Center Seat”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      From science to engineering, from security to medical, each of the Enterprise’s 430-plus duty stations was vital to starship operations. But there was only one
         at the center of the bridge. The officer who occupied the captain’s chair was responsible
         for mission success and the safety of the entire ship and its crew. It was a responsibility
         that James Kirk did not take lightly.
      

      
   
      
      “Assignment: Earth”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Even from low orbit, twentieth-century Earth looked nearly the same as James Kirk’s
         homeworld did three centuries later. The serenity of clouds and oceans dominated the
         planetscape, concealing the turmoil below. The nations of Earth were on the brink
         of mutual annihilation, and Kirk’s assignment was to discover how, against all odds,
         humanity had survived.
      

      
   
      
      “Galileo”

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Years later, Doctor Leonard McCoy would remember the little Galileo with fondness. When he first joined Starfleet, McCoy often traveled by shuttlecraft
         because of his deep-seated suspicion that transporters would somehow scramble his
         molecules. Eventually, he came to appreciate the quiet charm of the shuttle itself.
         A starship was a magnificent self-contained city in space, but a shuttlecraft was
         a much more personal, more intimate means of space travel.
      

      
   
      
      “None Too Soon, the Skies of Home”
      

      
      Pierre Drolet
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      The crisp morning sky above Romulus was shattered by double sonic booms. The returning
         birds-of-prey swooped low over the capital city, saluting their leader. From his balcony
         above the Senate, the praetor favored them with a wave of his hand.
      

      
      The initial trials of the new ships against the Federation’s defenses had been successful.
         Soon it would be time to send a lone champion across the Neutral Zone for a real test
         of Starfleet’s strength and character.
      

      
   
      
      “From the Earth to the Moon”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      For most of human history, the Moon had been the very symbol of unattainability. The
         first twentieth-century voyage from the Earth to the Moon was a defining moment for
         the world. Even in the twenty-third century, a routine orbital departure past the
         Moon was a subtle reminder that nothing is impossible for those willing to work long
         and hard enough.
      

      
   
      
      “Diamonds Are Forever”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      A remote sensor sweep of the glaciated asteroids was sufficient, at least according
         to Starfleet procedures. However, when Spock suggested a close-up study, the captain
         had enough faith in his science officer’s intuition to join him for a little walk.
         The half Vulcan would never call it “intuition,” of course. No matter—the crystalline
         artifacts inside the shining mountain of ice would intrigue archaeologists for years
         to come.
      

      
   
      
      “It Would Have Been Glorious”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Starfleet’s analysts had simulated a seemingly endless number of scenarios. Nearly
         all suggested staggering losses in the early hours of conflict with the Klingons.
         By the end of the first day, Starfleet’s casualty rate could exceed thirty-five percent
         in combat zones. The Klingons could expect similar losses.
      

      
      And if the Klingons elected for direct orbital bombardment of Federation planetary
         targets, civilian casualties could reach high into the billions.
      

      
   
      
      “Go!”
      

      
      Aurore de Blois
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      The instant Kirk, Spock, and McCoy materialized, Montgomery Scott gave the command.
         The warp engines instantly roared to life, just moments ahead of the Beta Niobe supernova.
         The shock wave pulverized the planet, scattering debris where once was a world known
         as Sarpeidon. But the Enterprise was safe with the entire crew aboard, including the landing party. No doubt they’d
         all have a tale to tell.
      

      
   
      
      “Never Been Done!”
      

      
      Aurore de Blois
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      Sulu knew the deflectors had just enough margin to protect the Enterprise. Besides, flying through the solar flare would shave precious minutes from transit
         time to the disabled ship.
      

      
      The Enterprise plunged through the fiery plasma streamer, leaving spectacular fireworks in its subspace
         wake. The fact that no one had ever tried such an audacious maneuver had nothing to
         do with Sulu’s decision to initiate it. Absolutely nothing.
      

      
   
      
      “No Bloody A, B, C, or D!”
      

      
      Doug Drexler

      
      [image: Images]

      
      He always regarded the great ship as one of the highlights of his career, but Montgomery
         Scott had also served with equal pride on ten other vessels. It was not until years
         after his retirement that he began to fully appreciate how lucky he’d been to serve
         with that extraordinary crew and to be part of a legend—the voyages of the Constitution-class Starship Enterprise.
      

      
   
      
      “Face of the Unknown”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      Lieutenant David Bailey was terrified. The huge alien ship dominated the viewscreen,
         pulsing with astonishing power. And that creature, Balok, seemed quite serious in
         his threat to destroy the Enterprise. It took all of the lieutenant’s concentration to block out his fears and to focus
         on his navigation panel.
      

      
      This was nothing like the grand adventure Bailey had always imagined star flight would
         be. But at that moment, the future ambassador to the First Federation wanted nothing
         more than to run and hide.
      

      
   
      
      “Convoy Duty”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Success! Captain Justman took a moment to glance out the side porthole to see the
         Enterprise veering in the opposite direction. He shuddered to think what would have happened
         if the great ship had not arrived in time to lead his freighters through the turbulent
         ion storm. The captain was not a superstitious man, but he muttered heartfelt thanks
         to the Great Bird of the Galaxy. Safe passage of the convoy and the vaccines they
         carried was the only thing standing between a deadly plague and the people of Sirius
         Delta.
      

      
   
      
      “Double the Odds”
      

      
      Sean Scott
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      The purpose of an emergency saucer separation was to protect the ship’s company in
         a catastrophic engine failure or to provide a safe haven from an enemy. In either
         case, at least part of the crew would stand a chance of survival. But every captain
         knew that both sections could operate as independent combat units . . . which just
         might provide a tactical advantage at a critical moment.
      

      
   
      
      “Repairs at the Rim of Starlight”
      

      
      Fred Pienkos
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      It was one of the greatest challenges in Montgomery Scott’s career as an engineer.
         The spacedock facilities at Bolarus Prime were primitive, to say the least. Add to
         that the fact that the Bolians had neither Starfleet-spec support gear nor compatible
         parts. It wasn’t until much later that Scott would admit that the Bolians’ ingenuity
         had been critical in bringing the Enterprise back from the dead.
      

      
   
      
      “Encounter at Daybreak”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Dawn brought the first survey from the U.S.S. Farragut over the magnificent northern highlands. Even at low altitude, the team almost missed
         the faint blue glow, emanating from deep beneath the surface of the crystal-clear
         glacial lakes. It was the first signs of the Scintilla, the civilization of intelligent
         colonies of microbes that lined the lakebeds.
      

      
      It would be years before Federation scientists were able to communicate with these
         minds, but they would one day reveal heretofore-unsuspected secrets of the universe.
      

      
   
      
      “Righteous Wrath”
      

      
      John M. Teska
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      The entity might simply have studied ancient Earth culture and decided to assume the
         identity of a convenient god. Or it could truly have been Apollo from Greek mythology.
         It was impossible to know. But one thing was certain—this being had been an eyewitness to a remarkable time in human civilization. Its knowledge could
         have helped us better understand our forebearers.
      

      
      If only . . .

      
   
      
      “Too Close for Comfort”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Later, the Klingons would claim that it was just a “navigational error” rather than
         an act of war. The odd thing was that such brazen intimidation was, in Klingon eyes,
         an attempt to avoid direct combat. Ensign Pavel Chekov, piloting the Galileo, didn’t see it that way, of course. He held his breath and cursed silently in Russian
         as the Klingon ship continued to advance slowly on his tiny shuttle.
      

      
   
      
      “Asteroid Mapping”
      

      
      Dan Uyeno
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      Even with automated sensors, asteroid survey missions were definitely not Lieutenant
         Van Citters’s idea of fun. Duty on the science consoles could become tedious, to say
         the least. Still, asteroid mining provided bountiful metal and mineral resources.
         It also protected many planets from disastrous overmining. Even Van Citters had to
         concede that it made the hours of boredom more than worthwhile.
      

      
   
      
      “Hole in the Hedge”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      The Klingon vessel had been relentless in its pursuit, but Lieutenant Kelowitz kept
         his eyes open, finally spotting a narrow crevasse in the asteroid ahead. Kelowitz
         sharply pushed forward on the controls, and the shuttlecraft abruptly dove and vanished
         from the Klingons’ sensors. A few more twists and turns, and Kelowitz would be safe . . .
         for the moment, at least.
      

      
   
      
      “Paint Scraper”
      

      
      deg
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      It was a maneuver calculated to intimidate, but Lieutenant Angela Martine didn’t blink.
         She stared down the Klingon ship as it flew straight toward the Enterprise, pulling up at the last instant. Martine waited the requisite seconds, and then fired
         a full volley. As planned, the phaser barrage missed the Klingon’s engines by exactly one meter. The message was clear: Try it again, and we will cripple you, or worse.
      

      
   
      
      “It Came from Hell”
      

      
      Michael Stetson
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      Eons ago, the planet killer had looked much different. It once bristled with weapons
         and armor, ready to take on entire armies. It annihilated countless planets and the
         inhabitants they had nurtured. Many victims had discharged their full arsenals at
         this terrifying enemy, only to see their attacks returned in even deadlier measure.
      

      
      Despite its defenses now eroded away—leaving only a battered shell of impenetrable
         neutronium and an antiproton beam weapon—and the repeated poundings it took throughout
         the centuries, the Doomsday Machine remained unstoppable.
      

      
   
      
      “Derelict”
      

      
      Max Gabl & Niel Wray
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      They found him sobbing in auxiliary control, blaming himself for the death of his
         crew. Like his ship, Commodore Matt Decker had been deeply wounded by the planet killer.
         Decker’s injuries were psychological and, like those of his ship, nearly incapacitating.
         But the U.S.S. Constellation and Matt Decker weren’t quite finished yet.
      

      
   
      
      “Doomsday”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      The only reason the planet killer did not immediately fire on the Enterprise was that it was still processing the planetary debris ingested from systems L-370
         and L-374. Aboard the crippled Constellation, Captain Kirk knew that he had to distract the deadly machine before it focused its
         attention on the Enterprise, for no starship could withstand the full wrath of that soulless nightmare.
      

      
   
      
      “Last Moment”
      

      
      Mojo
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      Commodore Matt Decker was already one of Starfleet’s most distinguished officers.
         His long career had earned him the respect of his superiors and anyone who had served
         with him. In the final moments of his life, he became a legend. The commodore’s heroic
         sacrifice saved untold billions of lives on Federation worlds and other planets across
         the galaxy.
      

      
   
      
      “The Thief”
      

      
      Max Gabl & Niel Wray
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      What was the Starbase 4 shuttle doing so far from home? It had been reported stolen
         two weeks ago, and now found adrift with a mysterious humanoid occupant. Starfleet
         would be glad to get its shuttle back, along with the culprit. Maybe it would even
         get some answers.
      

      
      At that moment, no one realized that the thief would embroil the Enterprise in the final, tragic moments of the centuries-long demise of a once-great civilization.
      

      
   
      
      “Uneasy Truce”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Koloth saw it as an affront to the honor of everyone under his command. Kirk had no
         business treating Klingon warriors like common criminals. Koloth reminded the Starfleet
         captain that Klingons had a perfect right to shore leave at the station. The fact
         that nearby Sherman’s Planet had become an object of contention between the two governments
         was merely a coincidence.
      

      
   
      
      “More Troubles”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      It was just as well that Kirk did not yet realize the man whose life he had just saved
         was Cyrano Jones. All he knew was that Klingons had destroyed a scout ship, disabled
         the Enterprise, and were targeting Federation cargo ships. Jones wasn’t a criminal, just a nuisance—but
         one who had triggered a deadly conflict.
      

      
   
      
      “Whatever This Is, It’s Big”
      

      
      Douglas E. Graves
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      Captain John Christopher most definitely did not believe in UFOs. Besides, every pilot
         knew what happened to those who were foolish enough to report flying saucers. Still,
         there it was . . . huge and undeniably real. What if it was the Russians? Or worse,
         what if it was some secret navy project?
      

      
      It began to dawn on Captain Christopher that it might really be a ship from another
         world, but the truth was far stranger.
      

      
   
      
      “Lady of the Canyons”
      

      
      José Perez
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      Science officer Perez spent endless hours piloting the Farragut shuttle McAuliffe through Delta Vega’s deep network of ancient canyons, searching for evidence that
         liquid water still existed here. Even a few trickles would vindicate her theory, but
         not a drop revealed itself. Finally, Perez was prepared to admit defeat.
      

      
      Suddenly, McAuliffe rounded a corner and there it was: a veritable lake at the bottom of the canyon,
         over two kilometers below the surface of the planet.
      

      
   
      
      “Journey to Babel”
      

      
      Max Gabl & Niel Wray
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      They hadn’t spoken as father and son for nearly two decades, and it broke his mother’s
         heart. Spock knew this, yet his fierce Vulcan upbringing would not allow him to do
         anything about it. Now his parents were about to arrive on the Enterprise, the reason for their visit being an urgent diplomatic crisis, entirely unrelated
         to the rancor between Sarek and his son.
      

      
      Spock did not yet suspect that his personal and professional worlds were about to
         collide.
      

      
   
      
      “Why?”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      Afterward, the investigating board found that adequate safeguards had not been in
         place and that the software design was not properly tested or certified. Much worse,
         it found that engineers and scientists alike had been blinded by Doctor Richard Daystrom’s
         celebrity, and had failed to ask even the simplest questions about his new invention.
      

      
      It was a breach of scientific protocol that the great Daystrom himself would never
         have allowed earlier in his career. Hundreds of Starfleet personnel had paid for it
         with their lives.
      

      
   
      
      “Aftermath”
      

      
      José Perez
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      Recovery operations were the worst. The Excalibur had lost artificial gravity early on during the war games gone terribly wrong, so
         its primary debris cloud reached three thousand kilometers. The search for bodies
         extended even farther. Starfleet was a tight-knit family, and nearly everyone on the
         Enterprise had lost a friend or a classmate assigned to the Excalibur. Bringing them all back home was not only their solemn duty, but their privilege.
      

      
   
      
      “Final Entry”
      

      
      Niel Wray
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      “Captain’s log. Stardate 3142.8. They have my ship, discarding their own worthless
         vessel. We have only moments of air left on the bridge now. Commendations recommended
         for Lieutenant Uhura, Technicians First Class Thule and Harrison, Lieutenant Spinelli,
         and of course, Mister Spock. I take full responsibility.”
      

      
      —James T. Kirk

      
      commanding the U.S.S. Enterprise during the Botany Bay incident
      

      
   
      
      “Space Seed”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      The sleeper ship S.S. Botany Bay would be dismantled. Most of her equipment would be sent down to the planet to help
         establish the colony, except for the nuclear power generator. It would have been a
         benefit to a struggling colony, but James Kirk knew that in Khan’s hands, it might
         someday free him and his genetically engineered followers from exile. The ruthless
         dictator had escaped before. The captain knew he had to take every measure to prevent
         Khan from ever leaving Ceti Alpha V.
      

      
   
      
      “Wonders Beyond”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Hikaru Sulu’s fingers flew across his helm console, translating the captain’s orders
         into a new flight plan. He touched a button, and the Enterprise pulled out of orbit, leaving behind the spectacular beauty of Cygnus IV. The viewscreen
         afforded a final glimpse of the ringed planet. After a few moments, Sulu touched another
         button and the screen switched to the stars ahead and all the wonders that lay beyond.
      

      
   
      
      “Tall Ship”
      

      
      Douglas E. Graves
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      “I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,

      
      And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by.”

      
      —John Masefield,

      
      “Sea Fever”

      
   
      
      “Beyond the Farthest Star”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      Everyone on the Enterprise bridge was transfixed by the viewscreen’s image. The alien object had no obvious
         propulsion system, no apparent life support, and no active power generator. Might
         it be a ship? A city? A life-form? One thing was certain: Something had happened to
         it. Something terrible.
      

      
   
      
      “Oceans of Blue and Seas of Fire”
      

      
      John Eaves
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      James Kirk’s five-year mission forged the original U.S.S. Enterprise into the most famous vessel in the history of space exploration. Its voyages into
         deep space advanced the cause of peace and challenged the frontiers of science. It
         would not be an exaggeration to say that an entire generation of scientists, engineers,
         and explorers were inspired by the adventures of the legendary Captain Kirk and his
         crew aboard that storied starship.
      

      
   
      
      “Honor Guard”
      

      
      Petri Blomquist
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      She was bound for a rendezvous with so many other legends of flight at the Smithsonian
         Air and Space Museum. With an effortless puff of her aft thrusters, Galileo II glided out of the Enterprise hangar deck, where she was suddenly bathed in spotlights. An entire squadron of Mark
         II-B pods stood in formation, saluting the final flight of Starfleet’s last remaining
         Class-F shuttlecraft.
      

      
   
      
      
         
         REBIRTH
         

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 3

      
      “Some men see things as they are and say, ‘Why?’

      
      I dream things that never were and say, ‘Why not?’ ”

      
      —Robert F. Kennedy
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            “Reflections After Probert”

            
            Craig Frey

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Plenty of Letters”
      

      
      Gabriel Koerner
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      Many concepts were proposed for the upgrade. Most agreed on the value of a newer,
         more efficient power plant. Others, however, argued instead for a streamlined hull
         configuration that offered superior warp field geometry. Still others demanded enhanced
         science capabilities or more powerful weapons systems. In the end, elements of almost
         every proposal found their way into the design of the uprated Constitution-class starships.
      

      
   
      
      “A New Dawn”
      

      
      Tobias Richter
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      As a young officer, Heihachiro Nogura hoped that someday he might take the center
         seat of the Enterprise. Alas, though his illustrious career took him to the pinnacle of Starfleet Command,
         that particular dream never materialized. Now that Kirk’s ship was returning to dry
         dock, Admiral Nogura did the next-best thing. He ordered a complete overhaul and upgrade,
         so that a new generation of Starfleet explorers might have a chance to serve aboard
         that legendary vessel.
      

      
   
      
      “Work in Progress”
      

      
      Lee Stringer
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      Admiral James Kirk found something unsettling about seeing his ship sitting in dry dock. Whenever duty brought him to the orbital facility, Kirk
         felt a sense of dread at the prospect of seeing the Enterprise vulnerable, engineless, incapable of even moving under her own power. It did little
         good to remind himself that the ship would soon be even better than ever . . . and
         she would belong to another commander.
      

      
   
      
      “San Francisco”
      

      
      Jim Hibbert
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      Earth’s city of San Francisco had a great tradition of shipbuilding. Where once oceangoing
         vessels had been constructed, now components of mighty starships were manufactured,
         to be assembled in orbital dry docks large enough to be seen as bright stars from
         the ground. For the past eighteen months, one in particular shone just a little brighter
         than others in the San Francisco sky . . . one that was home to a ship called Enterprise.
      

      
   
      
      “Surprise Visitor”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Spock had resigned from Starfleet in the hopes of finding personal truths through
         the beauty of pure logic. But those hopes were dashed when those he respected the
         most once again rejected him.
      

      
      A mysterious consciousness called to him across space, compelling him to rejoin his
         former comrades. Spock’s intellect told him this was a mistake, yet if there was one
         thing he had learned aboard the Enterprise, it was that truth could sometimes transcend simple logic.
      

      
   
      
      “Wormhole!”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      The warp field was unstable. It soon collapsed on itself, forming a dangerous wormhole.
         It knocked out deflectors and flight control systems. And now, somehow, an asteroid was pulled in with them. Kirk
         ordered phasers to destroy the asteroid, but it was futile. Only seconds remained
         before the space rock would pulverize the Enterprise.
      

      
      Fortunately, Captain Will Decker knew exactly what to do.

      
   
      
      “Entering V’Ger’s Realm”
      

      
      John M. Teska
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      Even after the enormous energy cloud had dissipated, the intruder was almost incomprehensibly
         huge. Sulu brought them across the alien’s entire length, looking for some clue as
         to its purpose. Now the Enterprise was being drawn, inexorably, into the alien craft. Sulu’s eyes remained transfixed
         on the main viewer. He wondered what kind of beings might have built such a colossal
         marvel. And what did they want with Earth?
      

      
   
      
      “Capturing God”
      

      
      Lee Stringer
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      As if by magic, thousands of hexagonal cells coalesced in front of the Enterprise’s saucer section, forming a walkway to whatever lay beyond. Admiral Kirk and his
         crew paused in awe at the power of the alien entity that might still destroy them
         in the next moment. Only Ilia—or whatever it was that had replaced her—seemed to take
         it in stride.
      

      
   
      
      “Take Her Out”
      

      
      Daren Dochterman
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      She was arguably the most famous spacecraft in the history of exploration, the latest
         in a proud line of ships to bear the illustrious name. First were oceangoing vessels
         that harnessed the power of the wind and of the atom. Later, spacefaring ships used
         rocket propulsion and warp drive. Now the refitted Constitution-class vessel was poised to write her own chapter in the ongoing legend of ships named
         Enterprise.
      

      
   
      
      “A Star to Steer Her By”
      

      
      Tobias Richter
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      Spock peered intently into his sensor viewer. For millennia, the cloud of hydrogen
         gas had been swirling in ever-tightening spirals. As the cloud’s density increased,
         so did its heat, until it began to glow with the energy of hydrogen transmuting into
         helium. The science officer’s Vulcan half was fascinated by the physics of stellar
         birth. His human half, however, wondered if this new sun’s planets would one day be
         home to life-forms that would share his deep desire to understand the cosmos.
      

      
   
      
      “Wrecking Crew”
      

      
      Dave Morton

      
      [image: Images]

      
      The birds-of-prey swooped down on the ancient city of Antaria, assessing the effectiveness
         of their work. The strike had been minor; just a few concussion torpedoes exploded
         above the government district. But the effect on the Antarian people was exactly as
         predicted. The council elders were suddenly embracing the Klingons’ terms.
      

      
   
      
      “Reliant at Tango Sierra”
      

      
      Alain Rivard

      
      [image: Images]

      
      Captain Clark Terrell figured the Constitution-class ships would lead the mission on the edge of Romulan space. What he did not
         know was that it was precisely the Starship Reliant  ’s relatively small size that caused Admiral Rivard to select Terrell’s ship to take
         point. Terrell knew the risks of operating inside the Neutral Zone, but he also felt
         honored by the faith that the admiral had placed in him and the crew of the Reliant.

      
   
      
      “Covert Rendezvous”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Neither ship’s captain knew the identity of their mysterious passenger, or the true
         purpose of his mission. All they knew was that the nickel-iron asteroids made the
         transfer nearly undetectable, even to the close-by Klingon outpost. Starfleet Intelligence
         might be responsible for the mission, but it was up to two starship commanders and
         their crews to deliver the one man who just might save the Federation.
      

      
   
      
      “A Rock and a Hard Place”
      

      
      Tobias Richter
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      What had started out as a routine planetary survey led to the discovery of a colony
         of fugitives and the hijacking of the Reliant. Captain Terrell and his crew were quickly overwhelmed by Khan’s calculated savagery.
         Shortly, the scientists on space station Regula I would suffer the same fate. But Captain Terrell knew it was worth their very lives
         to keep Project Genesis out of the hands of this madman.
      

      
   
      
      “Khan!”
      

      
      Alain Rivard
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      Khan Noonien Singh was brilliant, ruthless, and no stranger to violent conflict. It
         had taken him just a few minutes to learn the advanced technology of the U.S.S. Reliant  ’s operations. Still, James Kirk had years of command experience and a science officer
         who recognized the difference between two-dimensional thinking and three-dimensional
         imagination.
      

      
      It was a small advantage, but it just might be enough. It would have to be.

      
   
      
      “Perdition’s Flames”
      

      
      Jay Barton
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      At such close range, it seemed almost impossible for either combatant not to score a mortal blow, despite sensor interference from the Mutara Nebula. The Enterprise survived only because of the inexperience of those who had commandeered the Reliant. Her genetically enhanced crew was lucky enough to be hit by expert Starfleet gunners
         who were specifically trying to minimize casualties.
      

      
   
      
      “The Bridge”
      

      
      Robert Holmes/Corbis
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      A sudden downdraft violently forced the Klingon craft toward the frigid water of San
         Francisco Bay. The bird-of-prey was superbly designed for maneuverability and combat
         in deep space. Inside an atmosphere, however, the craft flew with the grace of a Tiberian
         bat. Sulu cursed the Klingon ship’s designer as he pulled back sharply on the controls,
         narrowly missing the Golden Gate Bridge.
      

      
   
      
      “Home Again”
      

      
      Robert Wilde
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      James Kirk and his crew were exhausted from the past few months. They saw the Excelsior ahead and knew that assignment to her would be a considerable honor. Still, each
         felt a pang of regret that none would articulate. Then the shuttle made a gentle turn,
         and the new Enterprise-A came into view. It was perhaps the most beautiful sight that any of them had ever
         seen.
      

      
      The captain was the first to smile. “My friends,” he said, “we’ve come home.”

      
   
      
      “They Came Screaming Out of the Sun”
      

      
      José Perez
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      It was an arrogant yet brilliant ploy. By keeping themselves exactly between the star
         and the Federation ships, the Klingons remained invisible to sensors and to the naked
         eye. At the last moment, they broke formation and dropped out of warp. What they hadn’t
         counted on was the teamwork and the reflexes of their Starfleet adversaries. In less
         than 3.2 seconds, both Federation starships had all three Klingon vessels in phaser
         lock. The battle of Sigma Draconis was over without even a single shot being fired.
      

      
   
      
      “Galileo Was Right”
      

      
      Sean Jackson
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      He was revered as one of the fathers of Earth’s scientific revolution. He was among
         the first on his world to use a telescope to explore the heavens. He studied mathematics,
         gravity, and astronomy. He championed science by experimentation and observation,
         and he discovered the major moons of Jupiter.
      

      
      Now the spirit of Galileo Galilei lived on in a small spacecraft exploring yet another
         strange, new world.
      

      
   
      
      “Kobayashi Maru”

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      Cadet John Harriman’s heart sank as he looked at the main viewscreen and saw those
         huge Klingon ships, disruptors aimed straight at him. It was just a simulation, but
         at that moment it seemed unnervingly real. The Academy counted on that, of course;
         it was in that moment of fear that a cadet’s true mettle revealed itself. Harriman
         did not hesitate, and he ordered his ship to rescue the stranded freighter.
      

      
   
      
      “Smile!”
      

      
      Lenny A. Emery
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      Besides being one of Starfleet’s top physicists, Lieutenant Emery was an old-fashioned
         romantic at heart. He firmly believed that true art had to be made by hand, as interpreted
         by the artist’s eye.
      

      
      So when the U.S.S. Golden Gate was scheduled to spend a full day in close orbit of Epsilon Theta’s tiny moon, Emery
         decided it was time to break out his oils and canvas, and to don his pressure suit
         so he could do a proper painting of his home in space.
      

      
   
      
      “Turning Death into a Fighting Chance to Live”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura

      
      [image: Images]

      
      The mission of peace went horribly wrong when the Klingon flagship was attacked. Everything
         went to hell a few minutes later, as unknown assailants murdered Klingon Chancellor
         Gorkon. Now General Chang’s bird-of-prey was moments away from destroying the Enterprise and with it Gorkon’s dream.
      

      
   
      
      “Sky Harbor”
      

      
      Robert Wilde
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      Starfleet had grown far beyond its relatively modest beginnings, when operations were
         limited to a few sectors. By the mid-twenty-third century, the agency realized it
         needed a much larger base in the Sol sector, one capable of support for an ever-growing
         family of starships. No mere orbital dry dock, the new Spacedock would be a massive
         harbor in the sky.
      

      
   
      
      
         
         THE FINEST IN THE FLEET
         

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 4

      
      “Whether outwardly or inwardly, whether in space or time, the farther we

      
      penetrate the unknown, the vaster and more marvelous it becomes.”

      
      —Charles A. Lindbergh
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            “Showdown at Veridian III”

            
            Michael Stetson

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Encounter at Farpoint”
      

      
      Alain Rivard

      
      [image: Images]

      
      Seemingly out of nowhere was a force field so powerful that sensors read it as solid.
         Captain Picard knew his new command was the most powerful ship in the fleet, but this
         was a genuine unknown. He realized his decisions in the next few moments could be
         critical, not only for mission success but perhaps for the survival of his crew and
         the Enterprise. Picard did not yet know that the fate of humanity also hung in the balance.
      

      
   
      
      “Joy and Gratitude”
      

      
      John M. Teska
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      It was like nothing she’d seen before. Where a gleaming starbase had stood on the
         planet’s surface, a huge life-form now rose into the heavens. There was no question
         in Counselor Deanna Troi’s mind that it was intelligent. Its feelings were too reasoned,
         too ordered, too logical for it to be otherwise. Yet it showed no anger toward its
         former captors or toward the Enterprise. Only joy. And enormous gratitude.
      

      
   
      
      “Old Girlfriends”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      For Jean-Luc Picard, it felt like a chance encounter with an old lover. After so many
         years, he had forgotten how beautiful she was. Sleek and powerful, the Stargazer simply looked fast, even at full stop. Painful memories of the battle of Maxia and the trauma of
         the subsequent court-martial didn’t keep Picard from seeing the ship through a romantic
         haze. Just like love, you never forgot your first command.
      

      
   
      
      “Ghosts of Maxia”
      

      
      Tobias Richter
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      For nearly a decade, the hatred festered until it consumed DaiMon Bok’s entire consciousness.
         Bok’s past wrongdoings notwithstanding, he knew that he must win revenge against the man responsible for his son’s death.
      

      
      When the time came, Captain Jean-Luc Picard had no idea what hit him. Swimming in
         a cloud of electronically induced confusion, he took command of his old ship, the
         Stargazer. If Bok had his way, both Picard and the Stargazer would come to a humiliating and devastating end. But just as he had done a decade
         ago, Bok had underestimated both Jean-Luc Picard and his crew.
      

      
   
      
      “Three Is the Answer”
      

      
      John Han
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      It was impossible to know how many times they had been through the time loop. Dozens?
         Thousands? All they knew was that they were doomed to collide over and over with the
         Bozeman unless something could be done to break the cycle. But what?
      

      
      If only there were some clue, any clue, as to what to do . . . .
      

      
   
      
      “Dream of Flight”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Up here in space, the Galaxy- and Intrepid-class ships were the unquestioned masters of the situation. Their powerful warp drives
         obliterated the unimaginable distances between the stars. But inside a planet’s atmosphere,
         things were much different. The winged shuttle’s graceful ability to ride the air
         was something that a lumbering starship could never hope to match.
      

      
   
      
      “Sea Trials”
      

      
      Tobias Richter
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      At last! After so many years of planning, simulation, design, and construction, the
         first ship of the Ambassador-class was finally ready for flight-testing. Such a thing of beauty. She not only
         had the latest in power-plant technology and scientific instrumentation, but the elegant
         curves of her hull maximized warp efficiency. Someday even the Ambassador-class would be superseded, but for now, she represented the pinnacle of Starfleet
         shipbuilding.
      

      
   
      
      “The Voyage Home”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Her mission complete and the science equipment offloaded, the U.S.S. Ranger finally began the long voyage home. Lieutenant Alec somehow persuaded the captain
         to allow him to convert the ship’s now-empty mission module into a zero-g soccer field. To no one’s surprise, the scientists from Glasgow University dominated
         the weeklong series, although Doctor Wilkie managed to fracture his ankle in a 3–0
         win over Engineering.
      

      
   
      
      “Yesterday’s Enterprise”
      

      
      Alain Rivard

      
      [image: Images]

      
      The Enterprise-C’s disappearance from the time line at the battle of Narendra III led to a long,
         painful war, culminating in the fall of the Federation. When she learned what had
         happened, Captain Rachael Garrett earned her place among the legendary commanders
         of ships named Enterprise. The captain ordered her vessel to return to the scene of the battle, knowing full
         well that it would mean her death and the death of her entire crew.
      

      
   
      
      “Falling Prey”
      

      
      Fred Pienkos
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      Decades ago, leaders of the United Federation of Planets and the Klingon Empire realized
         that their common interests outweighed their differences. Notwithstanding the Khitomer
         Accords, relations between the two great powers have not always been calm. On those
         occasions when disagreement has degenerated into armed conflict, starships named Enterprise have often helped to defend the peace.
      

      
   
      
      “The Gauntlet”
      

      
      José Perez
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      The warbird blocked Enterprise’s flight path, as if daring Captain Jean-Luc Picard to cross the forbidden nebula.
         The D’deridex-class Romulan vessel was larger and more powerful than the Enterprise, but the captain had supreme confidence in his crew and his ship, both the finest
         in the fleet.
      

      
      Then another huge warbird decloaked. And another. And another . . .

      
   
      
      “Terminal Descent”
      

      
      D. M. Phoenix
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      With its drive systems failing, the Federation ship Allegiance swung directly into the Borg’s flight path. The saucer section was already burning
         up and her starboard nacelle exploded into flames, but her bridge crew stayed at their
         stations. The Allegiance let loose her final salvo of torpedoes, tearing into the cybernetic nightmare, and
         buying precious time for the rest of the ships. Resistance was not futile.
      

      
   
      
      “Into the Breach”
      

      
      Don Hillenbrand
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      Starfleet’s primary mission was discovery, science, and diplomacy. Not only had the
         agency explored strange new worlds across the quadrant, but it also conducted some
         of the most important research in history. Still, there were times when the other
         part of its mission—defense—came to the forefront. On those occasions, Starfleet could
         be counted on to serve with equal dedication and efficiency.
      

      
   
      
      “Utopia Planitia”
      

      
      Mojo
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      Once Starfleet understood the scope of the Borg threat, it became clear that new ship
         construction would have to be dramatically increased. It doubled the number of orbital
         dry docks at Utopia Planitia. Easy access to the asteroid mines’ raw materials made
         the Mars facility an ideal location for the huge effort. And during the Dominion War,
         Utopia Planitia’s capacity was doubled yet again.
      

      
   
      
      “Temporal Intersect”
      

      
      Alain Rivard
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      Time travel carried tremendous risks of almost unimaginable damage to entire worlds.
         That’s why it was so strongly frowned upon by Starfleet policy. Still, to students
         of history, there was nothing more alluring than the chance to know key figures from
         another time. Now Jean-Luc Picard was about to do just that—to meet a legendary captain
         of the Starship Enterprise.
      

      
   
      
      “Remmler Array”
      

      
      Steffen Wiesener
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      The Enterprise crew would be evacuated to Arkaria Base for safety during the baryon sweep. Captain
         Picard thought he might take the opportunity to sneak out for a few peaceful hours
         in the Arkarian outback. Unfortunately, the empty Enterprise proved a tempting target for criminals with less-than-peaceful intentions. Picard’s
         horseback adventure was going to have to wait.
      

      
   
      
      “Quantum Mystery”
      

      
      Koji Kuramura
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      The quantum implosion triggered a level-12 shockwave that would destroy the entire
         star system, including the Amargosa Observatory. Enterprise’s warp drive made it easy to outrun the explosion. But what was behind Doctor Soran’s
         suddenly violent behavior? Was he responsible for the destruction of the Amargosa
         star? And why did he kidnap Geordi La Forge?
      

      
   
      
      “Dyson’s Dream”
      

      
      Dax Pandhi & Doug Drexler
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      Now the Enterprise found itself drawn inside the huge structure. An atmosphere clung to the inner shell, providing a habitable
         area of almost unimaginable size—the equivalent of many, many millions of Class-M
         planets. Captain Picard stared in amazement at the engineering marvel and wondered
         what kind of beings had the audacity to dream of, much less to build, the largest
         artificial structure in the known galaxy.
      

      
   
      
      “Appointment with Destiny”
      

      
      Fred Pienkos
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      The rendezvous so close to the star’s photosphere was highly unusual but necessary,
         so that all three ships would maintain the same temporal trajectory when using the
         light-speed breakaway maneuver. Commander Data from the Enterprise gave the “go” code, and the three vessels pivoted to the same heading. Twenty seconds
         later, they accelerated past warp nine, seeking out the sun’s magnetic field. Then,
         in a flash, the trio disappeared into another time.
      

      
   
      
      “Making for Deep Water”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Mister Casados’s entire fifth-grade class crowded around the windows. Of everything
         they’d seen on their field trip to Starbase 29, they’d always remember those two starships,
         departing for places unknown. Casados had brought them to the observation deck because
         he hoped that the sight of those magnificent vessels would capture their imaginations.
         He knew that there was nothing in the galaxy more powerful than a child’s dreams.
      

      
   
      
      “Altair”

      
      Doug Drexler & Michael Okuda
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      My love has wings,

      
      slender, feathered things

      
      with grace in upswept curve

      
      and tapered tip . . .

      
      —Phineas Tarbolde,

      
      “Nightingale Woman”

      
   
      
      
         
         OF GODS AND MEN
         

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 5

      
      “Ad astra per aspera.”
      

      
      “To the stars, despite adversity.”

      
      —Early Starfleet motto
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            “On the Edge”
            

            
            Gary Hutzel

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Wheel in the Sky”
      

      
      Meni
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      Freed from the Cardassian occupation, the Bajorans asked Starfleet to manage the old
         Cardassian mining station, Terok Nor. Under the command of Benjamin Sisko, the station
         was moved to the newly discovered Bajoran wormhole. This helped secure the future
         of the Bajoran people, and it made the station—rechristened Deep Space 9—one of the
         most strategically important locations in the galaxy.
      

      
   
      
      “Resting Place”
      

      
      Pierre Drolet
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      It was one of the most enduring mysteries in Starfleet history. What happened to the
         first Starship Columbia NX-02? Commanded by Captain Erika Hernandez, the ship disappeared near Tau Ceti and
         had been missing for over two centuries. It was not until the early days of the Dominion
         War that a Starfleet recon party stumbled upon her wreckage, abandoned on a Class-M
         planet in the Gamma Quadrant. The implication was terrifying: Dominion forces may
         have made an undetected incursion into Federation territory far earlier than anyone
         had ever suspected.
      

      
   
      
      “Get Us Out of Here!”
      

      
      José Perez
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      Kira Nerys was assigned to covertly monitor the Dominion station, buried deep in the
         asteroid. She didn’t expect the Jem’Hadar to detect her tiny craft. She never suspected
         the Jem’Hadar would react so violently, obliterating their own outpost and the entire
         asteroid. And certainly, Kira never thought she’d be running for her life, just ahead
         of the monstrous Jem’Hadar warship.
      

      
   
      
      “Little Friend”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      The shuttlecraft had been named for a martyred hero of Earth’s early space age. Few
         in the twenty-fourth century remembered Apollo astronaut Roger Chaffee, but those
         on the Starship Defiant regarded him as a father figure. Chaffee’s name on the durable little shuttle was
         a constant reminder that space exploration has always been—and always would be—a dangerous
         business.
      

      
   
      
      “No Honor in Treachery”
      

      
      Mojo
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      “Fear not the treacherous, for they are without honor. Pity them, and let their deaths
         be swift.”
      

      
      —Kahless the Unforgettable,

      
      “Letter to a Young Warrior”

      
      The Romulans had taken refuge in a crevasse somewhere deep below the surface of Galorndon
         Core. They were well hidden, but Commander Kargh’s birds-of-prey would find the saboteurs. And when they did, Kargh would take pity on the cowardly pahtks.
      

      
   
      
      “Rio Grande Departing”
      

      
      Tobias Richter
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      Piloted by Miles O’Brien, the Rio Grande lifted gently from the pad and soared toward the Klingon vessel. It was a fairly
         routine assignment, except for the fact that the disabled ship was carrying the ambassador
         herself. That, and the very real possibility of Romulan attack.
      

      
      Back on Deep Space 9, Keiko O’Brien banished such thoughts from her mind. She reminded
         herself that Rio Grande was her husband’s favorite runabout, and it had never yet failed to return him safely
         home.
      

      
   
      
      “Inside the Badlands”
      

      
      Mojo
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      Dax’s many lives taught Jadzia great patience. The Trill certainly needed it during
         the endless hours of cataloging the Badlands’ gaseous anomalies. Jadzia Dax knew that
         nature sometimes rewarded patience with the subtle revelation of an unexpected phenomenon.
         It didn’t happen often, but a scientist lived for those moments of discovery.
      

      
   
      
      “Flying Blind”
      

      
      Andrew Bradbury
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      The violent wind shear hammered the Defiant, and the ionized methane clouds rendered sensors useless. Out of nowhere, the Jem’Hadar
         ship appeared and opened disruptor fire, narrowly missing the portside engine. The
         concussion from the superheated gas around the beam pounded Sisko’s ship.
      

      
      Worf was able to fire a single torpedo before the clouds once again enveloped both
         combatants. Fortunately, one shot was all that he needed.
      

      
   
      
      “Refuge”
      

      
      Steve Burg
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      From the moment that Captain Burg gave the “abandon ship” order to the ejection of
         the last escape pod, barely four minutes had elapsed. In just a few more minutes,
         all of the pods should be safe on the surface of Epsilon Draconis III. Burg knew that
         survival on the Dominion-controlled world would be difficult. Still, he was grateful
         that more than half of his crew had escaped the mortally wounded Starship Leonov. Now, if only they could escape detection from the Jem’Hadar.
      

      
   
      
      “Tough Little Ship”
      

      
      Gary Hutzel
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      The Starship Defiant had been developed as a response to the Borg threat. It was compact, fast, powerful,
         and boasted a staggering array of state-of-the-art weaponry. Some felt the ship’s
         firepower to be excessive, even for a warship. Those critics were silenced when the
         Defiant played a pivotal role in defending Earth against the second Borg incursion. But even
         Defiant  ’s designers did not know how important she would be to the Federation’s survival
         in the coming Dominion War.
      

      
   
      
      “Fortune Favors the Bold”
      

      
      Gregory Stewart
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      Captain Sisko, commanding the Defiant, led some six hundred Federation and Klingon ships in the desperate assault against
         the vastly superior Dominion fleet. Courage and determination by the Alpha Quadrant
         combatants, combined with a little bit of luck and a measure of intervention from
         the Bajoran Prophets, returned Deep Space 9 to friendly hands. It was a turning point
         in the Dominion War, but it came at a terrible price.
      

      
   
      
      “Inferno”
      

      
      Mojo
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      Gul Turell cursed the Cardassian Central Command. For too long, the bureaucrats had
         diverted funds, personnel, and raw materials to their favorites in the Obsidian Order.
         Now, thanks to them, his substandard starship had neither the power to destroy the
         Starfleet attacker nor the strength to withstand its weapons. The loyal Cardassian’s
         last action was to detonate his ship’s reactor in the hopes of also destroying the
         Defiant.
      

      
   
      
      “Fire!”
      

      
      Mojo
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      The Romulans did not hesitate. The moment the defense grid was down, the lead warbird
         opened fire. Fifty-five terawatts of disruptor power screamed across the void and
         slammed into the Cardassian outpost. The other warbirds soon followed suit, laying
         waste to the site before moving on to the Cardassian home system.
      

      
   
      
      “One Last Push”
      

      
      Mike Stetson

      
      [image: Images]

      
      Finally, all of the Alpha Quadrant powers were united against the Dominion. The battle
         of Cardassia raged on with almost unimaginable losses on both sides. On the planet
         below, Jem’Hadar troops began a mass slaughter of the civilian population. Dominion
         forces knew they could not win, but they were determined to inflict as much pain as
         possible on their adversaries.
      

      
      In the end, the war was won, not by force, but with a simple act of compassion by
         the Changeling Odo.
      

      
   
      
      “Victory”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Word of war’s end traveled quickly. With it, spontaneous joy and widespread celebration.
         Yet the revelry was tinged with the somber awareness that everyone involved had lost
         friends and loved ones. Victory was welcome, but the cost was too awful to contemplate.
      

      
   
      
      “Pax”
      

      
      Mojo
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      The Founder had ordered all Dominion forces to step down and withdraw. Peace was finally
         at hand. The time had come for Starfleet to rededicate itself to its mission to explore,
         to seek out.
      

      
   
      
      
         
         THERE WILL ALWAYS BE AN ENTERPRISE

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 6

      
      “Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth . . .

      
      . . . put out my hand and touched the face of God.”

      
      —John G. Magee,

      
      “High Flight”
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            “Where My Heart Will Take Me”
            

            
            Mojo

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Departure”
      

      
      Dan Uyeno
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      The Starship Onimaru held standard orbit above Eminiar 7 as the shuttle carried the Vendikan ambassador
         to the diplomatic reception below. Captain Uyeno thought the mission’s formalities
         were a little silly, but he kept such thoughts firmly to himself. Diplomatic niceties
         had helped to keep the peace between the two former enemies for over a century. Besides,
         Uyeno knew the Onimaru would be back to exploration in deep space soon enough.
      

      
   
      
      “Battle for Sol III”
      

      
      ILM
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      After the disastrous defeat at Wolf 359 in early 2367, Starfleet was determined to
         be better equipped to handle the next Borg incursion. Six years later, the second
         Borg ship to reach Sector 001 was met by a far more effective force. Even so, the
         Borg cube may well have reached Earth if not for the unexpected appearance of the
         Starship Enterprise NCC-1701-E.
      

      
   
      
      “Vertigo”
      

      
      ILM
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      It was not uncommon for spacewalkers to experience symptoms of vertigo when working
         outside a vessel. In severe cases, some individuals had actually been incapacitated
         during extravehicular activity. This was dangerous, not only to themselves but to
         their coworkers. EVA instructors have always taught their students to focus on the
         local vertical, even if it is different from the vertical used inside the vessel.
      

      
   
      
      “Around the Quadrant in Eighty Days”
      

      
      Mark Rademaker
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      No one on the bridge said anything when Captain Rademaker personally took the helm
         of the U.S.S. Spirit. He had explained to his crew that he needed to be sure the tests were done properly.
         The crew understood—they knew that the joy of being the first to fly a ship at nearly
         inconceivable speeds through the quantum slipstream was just too much for their captain
         to resist.
      

      
   
      
      “To Hell with Our Orders”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Jean-Luc Picard’s vessel was the most advanced starship in the fleet, yet his superiors
         ordered the Enterprise-E to stay away from Sector 001 during the Borg invasion, due to Picard’s assimilation
         into the Collective six years earlier. The captain chose to ignore these orders. His
         actions were instrumental in stopping the Borg cube, and they also prevented a secondary
         Borg offensive from causing irreparable damage to Earth’s time line.
      

      
   
      
      “Call the Ball”
      

      
      John Eaves
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      It was easy to land a shuttle using automated systems, but Starfleet taught pilots
         not to trust such things. Besides autopilots, tractors, and forcenets, the shuttlebays
         were also equipped with old-fashioned alignment lamps, known as “meatballs.” They
         let pilots line up their approach with their own eyes. In a tradition dating back
         to twentieth-century aircraft carriers, the shuttle pilots announced a proper vector
         by saying, “Call the ball.” It meant that the pilot was ready for final landing approach.
      

      
   
      
      “Geophysical Sortie”
      

      
      John Eaves
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      After a long day, Lieutenants Prixis and Hildebrant were returning home. A starship’s
         sensors were valuable tools, but any good geologist will tell you that there’s no
         substitute for “ground truth”—going to the surface to see what’s really there. Today’s
         work had been successful. The two geologists and their teams looked forward to pizza
         in the lab, and more surveying tomorrow.
      

      
   
      
      “Enterprise at Romulus”
      

      
      Jay Barton
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      The Starship Enterprise was not the first Federation ship to visit Romulus, but she was the first to be officially
         invited. Still, Captain Picard was not entirely surprised that no greeting party awaited
         them at the appointed coordinates. No response to Enterprise’s hails was forthcoming. Just silence.
      

      
      Clearly, it was a move calculated to throw the Starfleet commander off-balance. But
         Picard was too experienced in the game known as diplomacy to allow himself to react
         impulsively.
      

      
   
      
      “United Starship”
      

      
      D. M. Phoenix
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      If the colonists on Sherman’s Planet felt neglected by Federation authorities, the
         designation of their world as homeport for the first Phalanx-class starship did much to allay their fears. Even though the Federation and the
         Klingons were allies, border skirmishes were not unknown, made worse by “accidental”
         provocations by the Kinshaya. The presence of the new U.S.S. Phalanx would help reassure the colonists by restoring tactical balance to the region.
      

      
   
      
      “Reprovisioning at Sea”
      

      
      Dan Uyeno
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      The Starship Balmung paused briefly to take on provisions. Instead of a time-consuming journey to a starbase,
         resupply ships allowed the Balmung to remain on patrol. The presence of Federation power in this critical region helped
         those on both sides of the Neutral Zone sleep peacefully at night. Nevertheless, like
         its namesake, the mythical sword from Earth’s Norse mythology, the Balmung stood ready to slay a dragon if needed.
      

      
   
      
      “Aventine”

      
      Mark Rademaker
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      Transwarp conduits in the Azure Nebula provided a natural invasion route for the Borg.
         The Aventine had already survived one painful encounter there with the terrifying enemy, but now
         Captain Ezri Dax had to make a choice that might determine the fate of the entire
         Federation. Should the conduits be destroyed to prevent further Borg incursions? Or
         would it be better to use them to take the battle to the Delta Quadrant? Fortunately,
         the Trill starship commander had the benefit of nine lifetimes of experience to call
         upon—as well as the fastest ship in Starfleet.
      

      
   
      
      “Max Planck”

      
      Mark Rademaker
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      She was named for one of the great theoretical physicists of Earth’s twentieth century.
         The U.S.S. Planck honored the scientist who was the first of his people to uncover the principles of
         quantum mechanics. The ship that now carried his name was a Merian-class craft assigned to the Delta Quadrant. Her mission: to discover how that sector
         of space had changed after the Caeliar transformation.
      

      
   
      
      “Starfleet Clean”
      

      
      John Eaves
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      The main shuttlebay of a Sovereign-class starship is often a frenetic hub of activity. During quiet spells, the crew
         works diligently to remove any loose objects from the flight deck. Tools, debris,
         and anything else that might be dislodged by thruster exhaust are a potential source
         of foreign object damage to a shuttlecraft. Despite its design to withstand the rigors
         of spaceflight, a shuttlecraft could be endangered by even the tiniest artifact.
      

      
   
      
      “Pathfinders”
      

      
      Mark Rademaker
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      Captain Ezri Dax stood at the viewport of the Starship Aventine, gazing out into the starry vista. Just for a moment, she let her mind wander to
         another time, another host, so long ago.
      

      
      Like the Aventine, the Enterprise XCV-330 was the most advanced starship of its time. And like the Aventine, that Enterprise had a Trill crewmember whose dedication and determination had, in more than one tough
         situation, tipped the scale to mission success.
      

      
   
      
      “Dedication and Determination”
      

      
      Robert Wilde
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      Captain Picard set the collector ship to self-destruct. He would perish in the imminent
         explosion, but the Ba’ku people would be safe. Picard calmly accepted this, for it
         was his duty to protect the lives of others. What he hadn’t counted on was the determination
         of his first officer. As the inferno consumed the collector ship, the Enterprise swooped in, and the captain dissolved in the safety of the transporter beam.
      

      
   
      
      “Her Journey Ends Never”
      

      
      Alain Rivard
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      Mission accomplished, Captain Jean-Luc Picard sat back in his chair and said, “Set
         course for starbase.” He glanced around the bridge with pride in his crew, who had
         performed so brilliantly, with such dedication. “Course laid in, Captain,” reported
         Lieutenant Faur from her conn panel. Picard leaned forward and studied the stars on
         the main viewer. He smiled ever so slightly, and then gave the order: “Engage.”
      

      
   
      
      “The Battle of Hell’s Maw”
      

      
      D. M. Phoenix
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      They thought it would be a routine asteroid-deflection mission. The asteroid’s energy
         profile just seemed like a geological oddity. Even when the lava flow responded to
         the ship’s presence, it didn’t seem dangerous. It was not until streams of lava shot
         forth, forming tentacles that grabbed the ship, did the crew of the U.S.S. Repulse take the stories seriously.
      

      
      By then, it was almost too late. The legends were true. There were monsters in the
         sky.
      

      
   
      
      
         
         DELTA VOYAGER

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 7

      
      “The mind is not a vessel to be filled,

      
      but a fire to be lighted.”

      
      —Plutarch
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            “All the Wonder”
            

            
            Lee Stringer

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Homeward Bound”
      

      
      Doug Drexler
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      Tom Paris eased back on the controls of the Delta Flyer. The planetoid reminded him so much of Earth’s moon that it made him a little homesick.
         Not to worry. Soon he’d be back aboard Voyager, where a hot shower awaited, followed by a quiet dinner with B’Elanna. Life was good . . .
         or at least as good as it could get in the Delta Quadrant.
      

      
   
      
      “Poseidon’s Domain”
      

      
      Kyle Toucher
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      Oceans always made Commander Tuvok a little uneasy. Not that he’d ever admit to such
         an irrationally human emotion. It’s just that he came from a desert world, so skimming
         the vast, stormy, uncontrolled expanse of water was an unfamiliar experience. The
         Vulcan had confidence in Captain Janeway’s command judgment and Mister Paris’s piloting
         skill. Still, that lightning did seem just a little too close for comfort . . . .
      

      
   
      
      “Future Imperfect”
      

      
      Bob Witkowski/Corbis
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      Henry Starling was one of the wealthiest, most powerful men of Earth’s twentieth century.
         The secret? A spaceship from the future that had crashed on Earth in 1967. Starling
         had plundered the ship and used its secrets to build his fortune. He lived with the
         fear that, one day, someone would return from the twenty-ninth century to retrieve
         what he had stolen. And nearly three decades after his discovery, another ship did
         appear: the U.S.S. Voyager.
      

      
   
      
      “Evolution”
      

      
      Steve Burg / Corbis

      
      [image: Images]

      
      Where once there had been abundant life, there was now only silence and the stench
         of burnt forest and scorched animal flesh. The Borg had come. Pain and suffering were
         irrelevant. Assimilation would guarantee that the planet’s biology would live on through
         the Collective, thereby advancing it to the next level in evolution.
      

      
   
      
      “No Doubts”
      

      
      Mojo
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      Captain Kathryn Janeway knew the Borg, and she understood that Voyager’s odds of survival were slim. But Janeway also knew that her crew looked to her for
         leadership. The captain banished any doubts from her mind and did as always—focus
         her entire being on the survival of her crew and their safe return to Earth.
      

      
   
      
      “Species 8472”
      

      
      Mojo

      
      [image: Images]

      
      It was a bizarre extradimensional realm described as “fluidic space.” The Borg had
         once tried to assimilate an advanced civilization there, a race they knew only as
         Species 8472. The would-be victims managed to repel the Borg, but just barely. Emerging
         from fluidic space with hundreds of deadly, biogenically engineered starships, Species
         8472 then struck back. Their purpose was clear: they intended to eradicate all life in the Borg’s galaxy.
      

      
   
      
      “Resistance Not Futile”
      

      
      John M. Teska
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      Of all the thousands of life-forms encountered by the Borg, Species 8472 was the first
         to offer genuine resistance. Not only did they avoid assimilation, but they successfully
         fought back. When Species 8472 then attempted to wipe out all life in our galaxy,
         the Borg were forced to ally themselves with those who would ordinarily be their victims—including
         the crew of the Starship Voyager.
      

      
   
      
      “Skin of Their Teeth”
      

      
      José Perez
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      The Borg drone was taken in by the Voyager crew after her cube ship was destroyed by Species 8472. Now Seven of Nine and her
         benefactors fled her former comrades from the Collective. Even more than her new shipmates,
         Seven knew the single-minded determination of the Borg, and how lucky they had been
         to make it this far.
      

      
   
      
      “Mission: A Way Home”
      

      
      Michael Stetson
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      The Voyager faced dangers that paled Captain Janeway’s worst nightmares as she struggled to return
         her crew from the unimaginably distant Delta Quadrant. Yet occasionally, even Janeway
         could pause for a moment to marvel at the wonders of the cosmos, for she never forgot
         that she was also an explorer.
      

      
   
      
      “Planetfall”
      

      
      Foundation Imaging
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      Harry Kim had made a serious miscalculation, resulting in Voyager   ’s crash landing on a frozen world and the deaths of everyone on the ship. He spent
         the next fifteen years blaming himself for that accident, often wishing that he had
         perished with the rest of the crew.
      

      
      Then Starfleet acquired a Borg interplexing beacon, capable of sending a message back
         through time. With this device, Kim just might be able to fix that horrible mistake
         and save his shipmates in the past. He would stop at nothing to do just that.
      

      
   
      
      “Ice Station”
      

      
      Mark Rademaker
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      The runabout Pleiades was the first to reach the surface of the Class-L world. Five other runabouts and
         shuttles would assist in the survey, but Pleiades had been outfitted to serve as base of operations on the continent-sized northern
         glacier. The secrets its team would discover on that forbidding planet would confound
         planetary geophysicists for years.
      

      
   
      
      “Prometheus”

      
      Mojo
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      The Federation had learned its lessons well. After the trauma of the Borg invasions
         and the agony of the Dominion War, Starfleet knew it had to upgrade its tactical capabilities.
         One of its most important initiatives was Project Prometheus. The prototype ship was designed to separate into three independent spacecraft, providing
         multivector attack capability.
      

      
   
      
      “Armored Voyager  ”
      

      
      Robert Bonchune
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      Voyager would have one final confrontation with the Borg. This time, Janeway’s crew had two
         significant advantages. The first was armor and weapons technology from the future.
         The second was Janeway herself. The pragmatism born of the future Admiral Janeway’s
         experience neatly complemented the passion and idealism of her younger self. Together,
         they brought the crew back home.
      

      
   
      
      
         
         SEMPER EXPLORO

         
      

      
      CHAPTER 8

      
      “For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see,

      
      Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that would be.”

      
      —Alfred Lord Tennyson,

      
      “Locksley Hall”
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            “Fleet Museum”
            

            
            Sean Scott

            
         

         
      

      
   
      
      “Mars in 1 Min 25 Sec”
      

      
      Mark Rademaker
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      It was a highly experimental technology, one that might not see practical application
         for years. Still, Doctor White and his team finally had a working prototype. Painstaking
         tests on I.X.S. Enterprise would show if the Alcubierre warp drive worked as predicted. But first, White couldn’t
         resist taking his ship on a quick side-trip. The sheer thrill of flying from Earth
         to Mars in under two minutes was more than he could resist.
      

      
   
      
      “Acquisition”
      

      
      Alain Rivard

      
      [image: Images]

      
      She was a key part of Earth’s space travel, yet ironically, she had never flown in
         space. She had served as a test bed for Sector 001’s first reusable orbital spacecraft
         back in the late twentieth century. Now, finally, OV-101, aka the space shuttle Enterprise, was making her first—and only—voyage through the final frontier, taking her rightful
         place among so many other titans of space exploration.
      

      
   
      
      “Tomorrow’s Enterprise”
      

      
      Doug Drexler

      
      [image: Images]

      
      “Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered
         by failure, than to rank with those poor spirits who . . . live in the gray twilight
         that knows neither victory nor defeat.”
      

      
      —Theodore Roosevelt

      
   
      
      “The Shape of Things to Come”
      

      
      Doug Drexler & Chris Murray
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      “Space, the final frontier.

      
      These are the voyages of the Starship Enterprise.
      

      
      Her continuing mission: To explore strange, new worlds;

      
      to seek out new life and new civilizations;

      
      to boldly go where no one has gone before.”

      
   
      
      AFTERWORD
      

      
      “The Starship Enterprise is not a collection of motion picture sets or a model used in visual effects. It
         is a very real vehicle: one designed for storytelling. You, the audience, furnish
         its propulsion. With a wondrous leap of imagination, you make it into a spaceship
         that can take us into the far reaches of the galaxy and sometimes even the depths
         of the human soul . . . .”
      

      
      —Gene Roddenberry

      
      Fifty years of Star Trek . . . and still we have explored only two percent of the galaxy.
      

      
      However, through the decades of Trek, we’ve shared incredible vistas, marveled at awe-inspiring starships, celebrated
         the infinite diversity of the universe . . . and the excitement has not faded.
      

      
      Star Trek is my country. I was a fan from the first glimmer of black-and-white cathode ray
         fifty years ago, and I am still hip-deep. I’m in the enviable position of having worked
         on Star Trek for nearly two decades, and I’ve probably worked in more capacities than anyone else in the history of the show: makeup artist,
         scenic artist, illustrator, visual effects artist. And you know what? I’ve never been
         able to get enough.
      

      
      It’s hard to pinpoint what makes the erstwhile saucer/nacelle configuration so endlessly
         fascinating. Perhaps it’s the embodiment of humankind at its best, the genetic need
         to explore the unknown, to push that upper corner of the envelope—and in doing so,
         discover what it means to be human.
      

      
      The Star Trek: Ships of the Line Calendar celebrates mankind’s perpetual need to explore the universe . . . and ourselves.
         Over the thirteen years of its publication, we have showcased space artists who are
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